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ON WINGS O F SONG
Theresa Lee Ryan (soprano)
Daniel Neff (baritone)
Stephen Ralls & Bruce Ubukata (piano)
Embarkation
Geographical Fugue
E r n s t Toch (1887-1964)
Ernst Toch, a Viennese p anist, studied at Mannheim and Frankfurt, taught
in Mannheim and Beilin, went to England in 1933 to write music for the
B.B.C., and then to New York in 1934. Becoming an .\merican citizen in 1940,
he went to Hollywood to write film scores, and became professor of composition at the University of flalifoinia until 1948. He wrote four operas, seven
symphonies (1950-64), a choral symphony, chamber music, and, of course, for
the piano.
On wings of song
Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847)
If it is conceivable that the music of Mendelssohn can die, then all music
can die," said the violinist Jascha Heifetz. In perpetuating the ideals of
Mozart and Bach, in developing contemporary composers and reviving
neglected ones of the past, Felix "the happy" Mendelssohn did musie an
inestimable service. He was generous to other musicians, and keen to raise
standards of popular taste. The best qualities of his music, its craftsmanship,
restraint, poetry, inventiveness, and melodic freshness are highly valued now.

A European tour (Germany, Italy & Scandinavia)
Das VVandern (from Die Schbne Mulleiin, 1823)

Franz Schubert (I797-I828)

TTie mill-toheels and the stream tell us how delightful
travelling onward.

it is to be

always

"Wandering" is the first song from "The Fair Maid of the Mill", a song-eyele
(D795) for male voice and piano. Schubert wrote to poems by Wilhelm
Miiller (1794-1827) published in 1821. As a composer of songs Schubert has
no equal in his fertility of melodic invention, but all his work is so graced
with melody of the most angelic kind that his tombstone rightly received the
inscription: "A/u.sic has buried here a rich treasure, but fairer hopes."
Liebesbotschaft (from Schwanengesang, 1828)
Murmuring

Franz Schubert

brooklet, carry messages of love to my

(I797-I828)

sweetheart.

"Love-message" is the first in a collection of fourteen song-settings called
"Stcan Song" (D957) issued after Schubert's death as a 'cycle' by the publisher Haslinger. Schubert worked on setting poems by Heine, Kellstab, and
Seidl during 1827-28. There is a lifetime of discoveries among the vast output of Schubert, who ranks among the very greatest of all composers.

L a Regata Veneziana : Anzoleta avanti la regata (1857)
Gioacchino Rossini (1792-1868)
Anzoleta cheers on her gondolier lover, hoping he will win the race.
When Rossini was about to kiss Napoleon's band, it was withdrawn, with
the remark: "No ceremony between emperors." Rossini swam into Paris on
an over-whelming wave of popular enthusiasm for his melodious operas. I n
1855 he and his second wife settled in Paris where, for the last thirteen years
of his life, he was the centre of artistic and cultural life. His salons became
famous for good food, witty conversation, and the charming little pieces he
wrote to entertain his guests. He was the Rockefeller of composers, never in
want.
The tale of the oyster

Cole Porter (1893-1964)

A n American composer and lyricist, whose life began in Peru, Indiana, and
ended in Hollywood, Porter was successful in a long series of Broadway
musicals and films. His songs are marked by witty lyrics; many of them are
cherished, e.g. "Night and Day", and of more than merely ephemeral interest.

E n svane (Opus 25, no. I )

E d v a r d Grieg (1843-1907)

My white, silent swan, in the birth of .song you ended your life; you
indeed a swan.

were

Grieg's music is lyric and refined, making liberal use of Norwegian folktunes.
Within his chosen scale it is deeply poetic, superbly fashioned, and emotionally passionate, especially in the songs. His nationalist idiom in composition
transcends local boundaries because of the strong individuality of his work.
Cambridge University made him a Doctor of Music at the same time as
Tchaikowsky, Saint-Saens, and Bruch.

Elickan kom fran sin alsklings mote
The maiden came
roses, mother.' She
mother.' She came
it that I was made

Jean Sibelius (1865-1957)

from the tryst with red hands. T have been picking
came with red lips. ' I have been eating
raspberries,
with pale cheeks. 'Make a grave, mother, and write on
pale by my lover's unfaithfulne.ss.'

"He writes music first of all to free himself of what is in his heart and brain,
and must out," wrote Philip Hale of Sibelius. Idolized by his fellow Finns,
he is an "erudite, primitive, national modern" composer with a special kind
of enlarged mysticism. H e has written a good deal of lighter music of high
worth, and his incidental music is among the finest in existence.

Gaite Parisienne
Voyage a Paris

Francis Poulenc (1899-1963)

How delightful to leave a gloomy country and go to Paris, which
must have created!

love

In 1917 Poulenc came to notorious prominence in Paris as one of a group of
composers — Les Nouveaux Jeunes — encouraged by E r i k Satie and Jean
Cocteau. His knowledge of musical form was instinctive. I n 1920, Heuri
Collet, a music critic, selected six of Les Nouveaux Jeunes, Poulenc among
them, as 'Les Six'. One of their articles of faith was to draw inspiration from
'Paris folklore', i.e. street musicians, music halls, and circus bands. Perhaps
Poulenc's finest achievements are found in his many songs for voice and
piano. His music has wit, elegance, depth of feeling, and a bitter-sweet quality
combining gaiety and melancholy.
E a r l y in the morning

Ned Rorem (b. 1923)

Rorem's career as an author and composer has taken him from Richmond,
Indiana, to Chicago, Philadelphia, New York, Morroco and Paris (1949-58).
There he studied with Darius Milhaud, Georges Auric, and Poulenc, the
latter's influence being discernible in his many songs. As a songwriter he is
the foremost American composer.
Cortege Burlesque, for piano duet

Emmanuel Chabrier (1841-1894)

Largely self-taught as a composer, Chabrier was a civil servant until 1880.
A fervent admirer of and propagandist for Richard Wagner, his works include
operas, piano pieces, and songs.
Les chemins de I'amour

Francis Poulenc (1899-1963)

The days of our happiness are flown. Paths of my love, I seek you
ever, paths of memory, divine paths of love!

for

•

I N T E R M I S S I O N

Fairest Isle (Great Britain)
Marche ecossaise (Scottish march), for piano duet (1891)
Claude Debussy (1862-1918)
Debussy signed himself, "musicien franyais,'' and was described by others as
"un original — tres cxceptionnel, trcs curieux, tres solitaire", the first great
master of twentieth century music. His plastic rhythmic patterns, and his

disregard of conventional structure, are surely proper means to what he had
in view. I n general his effects are understated, his aim being for a 'sonorous
halo' of sound. While it is accurate, the label of 'impressionist' has tended to
obscure the strong sense of musical form which underlies all his works.

Ye banks and braes
Bredon H i l l

trad., arr. Claire L i d d e l l
George Butterworth (1885-1916)

Born in London, and educated at Eton and Trinity College, Oxford, Butterworth perished in the Battle of the Somme, and was posthumously awarded
the Military Cross. A friendship with Vaughan Williams (who dedicated 'A
London Symphony" to his memory) developed when he began collecting folksongs. H e was an excellent folk-dancer. His compositions, though he left few,
suggest he might have achieved musical greatness.

Sally in our alley, from T w o old English songs for piano duet
Frank Bridge (1879-1941)
A string player, and teacher of Benjamin Britten, Frank Bridge's reputation
as a composer was made with a series of chamber works. After 1920 his
composition underwent a striking change in its harmonic language. This has
led to some recognition of his being among the most advanced and cosmopolitan of English composers.

I n search of the sun
The warthog

Michael Flande s & Donald Swann (b. 1923)

Flanders and Swann started their musical collaboration while students at
Oxford, and have toured the British Isles, North America, Australia and New
Zealand together. Their popularity has grown through their recordings, e.g.
"At the Drop of a Hat". Swan, a student of Russian and modern Greek, gives
his recreation as "going to the launderette".
My own country

Peter Warlock (1894-1930)

Warlock, whose real name was Philip Hoseltine, studied music at Eton, and
was helped by Deluis. His songs alternate between the lyricism of Delius and
the roistering spirit reminiscent of the first Elizabethan age. His songs
especially are of high merit.
Homecoming
Two Canadian folk-songs:

U n Canadien errant)
, ^
/
Vive la Canadienne)

,
Tv
trad., arr. John Greer
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friends of music proudly present our 1985-86 program
You can renew today at the same subscription price as last year:
$25.00 single adult - $55.00 family, is paid on or before April 30.
October 27
John Kimura Parker — pianist
December 1

The Gents — a capella singers in the King's Singers st> le

January 19

Hugh McLean — organ and harpsicord

February 23

T he Oriana Singers & the Kershaws

April 20

Gabrielli Brass
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